 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Leech Lake Association Meeting Minutes – November 17, 2014

Meeting called to order at 9:40 AM.

Board Members present: Bob Gisvold, Dave Laursen, Gail Tufte, Jane Ekholm, Bill Schultz, Bob Poirier, Chuck Allen, Pat Mortale, John Eaton.  Board Members absent: Steve Mortensen, Jeff Brockberg. Regular attendees Matt Ward, DNR, and Timm Rennecke, COE also sbsent.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Chuck Allen moved to approve October Meeting Minutes as written. Jane Ekholm seconded.  Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Dave Laursen reported that LL Association bank balance at the end of October was $22,680.61 Checkbook balance was $6300.94.  There was $350 in income from membership renewals, and $176.50 in miscellaneous expenses. John Eaton moved to approve Treasurer’s Report.  Gail Tufte seconded.  Motion carried.

ROOSEVELT CANAL: Board agreed that canal needs to be dredged soon, preferably this winter.  Jeff Brockberg looking into potential contractors and costs for dredging.  Bob Poirier to follow up with Jeff and Dennis Leff to ascertain progress..  Discussion took place on whether the Leech Lake Association should be solely responsible for paying for dredging.  Bob Poirier suggested that a fund raising effort be conducted  involving resorts, guides and others  to help defray expenses.  Bob Poirier to investigate further.

CABELLA FISHING TOURNAMENT:  Concern was expressed regarding  a June  walleye fishing tournament sponsored by Cabellas which will bring in 125 boats from all over the country.   Chip Leer is co-director.   No DNR permit for this tournament has yet been applied for.  DNR will notify us when a permit request is received.   Many of the tournament boats will be coming from infested waters and it was agreed that we need to work with the DNR and tournament sponsor to ensure that boats are decontaminated prior to launching in Leech Lake.  John Eaton to follow up with DNR to see what options there are to require boat cleaning and inspections both before pre-fishing and the tournament itself.
LEECH LAKE RIVER WATERSHED MEETING:  Bill Schultz reported on the October 28 meeting put on by the MPCA regarding  water quality studies on the Leech Lake River Watershed.   The watershed is in good shape, with a final report to be published in December.  An interesting sidenote is that this watershed contains 50% of the muskie habitat in Minnesota, and 25% nationally.

DIRECTOR LIABILITY INSURANCE:  Bob Poirier suggested that it might be wise for the Leech Lake Association Board to have liability insurance similar to what his Agency Bay group has.  Bob will check out the cost of such insurance with three local insurers and report back.

AIS  BOAT INSPECTIONS:   ACCL  reported that AIS inspectors had  checked 2200 boats during the summer.  Of these, 137 had come from infected waters, and  61 boats had weeds attached.  An ominous situation to be sure.

WEBSITE AND MEMBERSHIP LIST:   Pat Mortale  paid the $60 fee to the Chamber of Commerce to connect the Chamber website with the Leech Lake Association website hosted by Minnesota Waters.  Pat has also contacted a website group, Professional Computer Technologies, to get an estimate on creating an integrated website/membership management system similar to that used by Ten  Mile Lake Association.   Pat to get estimate and report back.
ROGERS POINT HARBOR:   The landowner had the necessary permits to improve the harbor but apparently the excavator on the project left for some reason before the project was completed.  The local DNR office (Doug Schultz) is aware of the sedimentation occurring at the site, which is an obvious violation of the permit, and is following up.

CHRISTMAS PARTY:   The Christmas Party will be held on December 18 at the Ranchhouse Supper Club.  The new owners are taking over on December 2, but the previous owner(Chris Magnesson) will assist with December Christmas Parties:  Chuck will get menu and prices and prepare mailing to members which will be sent shortly after Thanksgiving.   John Eaton to contact Phil Votruba to see whether he will agree to be our Christmas Dinner Speaker.

E-MAILING AGENDAS:  The group stated their preference for receiving LLAssociation Meeting agendas and Minutes via e-mail.  This will be done in the future.

MEMBERSHIP DUES:  The was some discussion in regard to increasing membership dues from its present $20.  No decision was made.

The next meeting will be on December 15.  John Eaton moved to adjourn at 12:10 Pm.  Chuck Allen seconded.  Minutes provided by Dave Laursen.

