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A newsletter for the members of the Leech Lake Association

Summer 2009

Our Mission: To be good stewards of Leech Lake and its environs,
recognizing the vulnerability of the lake, and the need for citizens -both individually and collectively -- to assume responsiblity for its care.
Letter from the President,
After a cold and almost non-existent
spring, summer finally arrived, and a
fine one at that. How could one
improve on our fantastic July 4th
weekend, with its perfect weather and
the spectacular fireworks display over
Walker Bay, with hundreds of boats
adding their multi-colored lights to that
spectacle.?
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UPCOMING EVENTS
August 7-8
Walker Bay Days
August 8-10
Leech Lake Regatta
August 20-23
Cajun Fest
Northern Lights
September 11-13
Muskies Inc Tournament
Saturday, September 12
Ethnic Fest
Saturday, September 19
27th North Country
Marathon, 10K

Now August is upon us, and soon
autumn, which the Poet John Keats
called "the season of mellow
fruitfulness." This continues a busy
time for Leech Lake Association
volunteers, particularly with State
funding tight, and the work of
volunteers more important than ever.
Volunteer efforts began in early
May, when members of the Leech Lake
Association and the Leech Lake Fishing
Task Force assisted the DNR with
walleye egg stripping operations, and
then helped stock the hatched walleye
fry (some 22 million) in the various
bays of Leech Lake. In late May and
early June, volunteers assisted the DNR
in the live trapping of muskies as part of
a long term muskie study. Later this fall,
volunteers will assist the DNR in seining
and trawling operations for young-of
year walleye, and with test netting
operations
to
determine
fish
populations and size distribution.

Fortunately, the DNR and the Leech
Lake Tribe have added experienced
Invasive Species Specialists to their
staffs, and these people are working
closely with us, providing us with
educational materials on specific threats.
We
also
monitor
proposed
developments around Leech Lake to
ensure that environmental and zoning
ordinances are complied with. Leech
Lake Association Board Members often
visit each site and report potential
concerns to our Board of Directors for
follow-up action.
(continued on page 2)
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In closing, I want to thank the more than 100 new members who recently joined
the Leech Lake Association as a result of a recent mailing of our newsletter and a Lake
Stewardship Brochure to all property owners on Leech Lake. There is strength in
numbers, and your participation and input are essential. Please let us know how we
might assist you, and if you would like to become more involved in our work. The
way to begin is to attend one of our Board Meetings which are held the second
Monday of each month at 9:30 in the Cass County Courthouse.
Robert Gisvold, President

THE LEECH LAKE TERN POPULATION:
AN UPDATE
Little Pelican Island has long been famous as a
nesting site for the Common Tern, a graceful waterbird a
little smaller than a gull. Leech Lake is one of only four
places in Minnesota where these birds nest. During the
1990’s their population fell so low that they were added
to the State and Tribal Threatened Species List. Since
then, under the jurisdiction and protection of the Leech
Lake Tribe, the population has recovered, despite the
bird’s competition from gulls and cormorants.

Caspian Terns

Common Terns

This year, probably due to the late spring, the first
nesting attempts of the Common Tern were unsuccessful. The birds have since renested and there were 252
nests at last count. However, only a few hatched young
have been observed, which leads one to conclude that
2009 will be a poor year for Common Tern reproduction.

The Caspian Terns are another story. This is a
larger tern, about the size of a small gull. Up until
recently, Caspian Terns had never nested successfully in
Minnesota. Then, in 2007, a small colony of Caspian
Terns was discovered on Little Pelican Island. These new
arrivals established 28 nests, with 11 young successfully
fledged. This year 25 nests were established, containing
20 chicks at last count (mid July), with 18 eggs still to
hatch.(Information provided by Steve Mortensen, Leech
Lake Tribal Biologist).

LLA Board Meetings are the second Monday of each month 9:30 AM at the courthouse. Members & Guests welcome!
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BOG WATER BLUES
by Susan Kedzie
Leech Lake Division of Resource Management
July 2009
Every morning Lynda greets me with a wide smile.
The sparkle in her eyes reflect curiosity and compassion.
She is a supervisor’s dream: motivated, dedicated, enthusiastic, and reliable. So far this summer, Lynda Morrison –
an intern from the Leech Lake Tribal College – has risen
to each occasion the Invasive Species Program has thrown
at her: Mind-numbing hours spent pulling garlic mustard
amidst throngs of mosquitoes and ticks; Cutting and
pulling wild parsnip—a nasty plant with “sap” that can
blister and scar your skin; Extracting spotted knapweed
with the strength of her arms and back in the mid-day
heat. But here at the edge of the floating bog, she turns
toward me with an apprehensive
look. What? What’s wrong?
We are here at the eastern
edge of Bog Island just north of
Sand Point in Leech Lake preparing to release Galerucella beetles, a
biocontrol agent. Our target for
the day is purple loosestrife, an
invasive plant of wetland habitats.
Purple loosestrife was imported
from Europe without its natural
predators, giving it an advantage
over our native wetland plants.
Once it’s established, purple
loosestrife can form dense stands
replacing native plants, thus
degrading food, shelter and nesting sites for wildlife. The negative and cumulative impacts of
this species on native plants and
animals are but one example of
how non-native invasives are
altering ecosystems and why they
are a huge concern for compulsive weed managers, like myself.
Lynda is already well on her way
to suffering from the same condition, an obsession: the demise of
invasive species. So, why the hesitation?
“You go first. I don’t like
wetlands,” she informs me.
These are no ordinary wetlands.
Bog Island is essentially a floating

matt of vegetation with holes to the water below. I have
been warned—people have fallen through. I have been
teased—I might be the next victim of the bog. But the
only victims I want today are purple loosestrife plants.

Setting fear aside, I grab the jar of our greenhousereared beetles and clamber over the side of the boat onto
a wobbling mass of moss, tangles of sedges and grass, cattails, willows, and purple loosestrife. Each step I take will
be my last, I think, as I move to avoid an open hole. A
beer can bobs in the water, unopened. I cannot see the
bottom of the hole. Once I reach my chosen destination,
I gently sweep the bugs from the
jar using a flowering spike of
loosestrife. Some of the bugs
immediately fly away. A few cling
to my shirt. Others start crawling
onto their new living and eating
quarters. In due course, they will
begin feeding on the leaf tissue of
loosestrife leaving only the main
veins, creating a “window-pane”
affect and wearing down the
plant’s reserves to produce seeds.
Over time the population of
loosestrife will shrink. This is the
(Above) Galerucella beetles (a biocontrol agent)
primary objective.
(Below) Purple Loosestrif
(an invasive plant of wetland habitats)

For over a dozen years, the
Invasive Species Program of the
Leech Lake Division of Resource
Management has been controlling
the density and spread of purple
loosestrife on the Leech Lake
Reservation in this way. The
whole operation requires accommodating the life cycle of both
the beetles and purple loosestrife.
In early spring, loosestrife transplants are started in our greenhouse from overwintered root
crowns. Next, beetles are collected from a few known outdoor
locations and delivered to our
greenhouse “beetle spa”. With
any luck, they will respond to the
call of nature and reproduce in
large numbers on our fresh stock

LLA Board Meetings are the second Monday of each month 9:30 AM at the courthouse. Members & Guests welcome!
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of loosestrife. As beetle numbers grow and populations
of loosestrife bloom across the waterscape, time for
release approaches. Then we wait for good weather—not
too hot, rainy, or windy.
Sometimes the weather prevails as it did this year;
needed rains flood my plans week after week. Finally a
break arrives! Lynda and I grab gear, scrounge for a boat
and captain, and launch into Leech Lake. The skies are
blue-bird blue and cumulus clouds wear tall leaning hats.
For a few moments I am lost in the beauty of the lake
and sky. Stillness and calm enter me. I am for once not
thinking about the proliferating roadside weeds or all of
the careless ways we treat the land and water.
For a moment, I just am.
Minutes after we return to Cass Lake the heavens
burst but we are safely in the office, laughing. We just
missed the soaking of our lives.
The rain drums intensely on the metal roof overhead.
I am quietly considering the fate of the beetles, when
Lynda pipes up, “Will the beetles be okay out there…in
the wind and rain?” Oh, yes. Of course! I hope. Spareared beetles dumped into the wild…hum. Well, I am

Page 7

somewhat elevated by the knowledge we released roughly
500 individuals in one morning; with time permitting we
will return later this summer to deliver more.
But time is precious, and there is so little time.
Lynda and I intuitively understand one another’s sense
of urgency; we share it. We struggle daily to deter the
conversion of our native landscapes to a tangle of
“weeds”. We struggle knowing that we cannot, alone,
avert the burgeoning populations of invasive species. We
yearn to build a passionate community of stewards with a
similar obsession.
I think back to the beer can bobbing in the bog water.
How long it will be there?

MORE INFORMATION
If you would like to join the efforts of the Leech Lake
Invasive Species Program, please contact Susan Kedzie
(Invasive Species Program Coordinator) at 218-335-7442.
She will be happy to assist you with discovering your own
passion for stewardship.

LEECH LAKE WATER QUALITY REPORT
Cass County Environmental Services, working with a number of organizations, including the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency, the DNR, The Leech Lake Association, and the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, has prepared detailed reports
on water quality and shoreline data on a number of Cass County Lakes, including Leech Lake. The 16-page report on Leech
Lake provides a wealth of information about water quality, drainage areas, invasive species, and other data of interest to
anyone living on Leech Lake.
The complete report can be viewed at the
Cass County website:
http://www.co.cass.mn.us/esd/water_quality.html.

LLA Board Meetings are the second Monday of each month 9:30 AM at the courthouse. Members & Guests welcome!
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LEECH LAKE IN ANTIQUITY
In 1884 Captain Willard Glazier, a Civil War Veteran
and explorer, traveled by way of Leech Lake to find the
“true source” of the Mississippi River. While Schoolcraft
had identified Lake Itasca as the river’s source as early as
1832, Glazier had heard rumors that there were waters
flowing into Lake Itasca from somewhere beyond, and
that this “somewhere beyond” was the “true source.” He
believed that discovering the “true source” would make
him famous, and also give him material for a book., which
he did in fact write. He recounts his adventures in the
book titled “Down the Great River; An Account of the
Discovery of the True Source of the Mississippi,” published by Hubbard Publishers of Philadelphia in 1891.

His book provides an interesting picture of the Leech
Lake country as it was in 1884, before the arrival of the
loggers and homesteaders. Excerpts from his book will be
included in this Newsletter from time to time. The book
also includes an 1880’s map of the Leech Lake area, which
seems surprisingly accurate for its time (enclosed).
From Brainerd to Leech Lake (in the words of Captain
Glazier):
A careful study of the route to Leech lake, with a few
valuable suggestions from Warren Leland, an old resident
of Brainerd, led me to seek wagon conveyance to the former place(Leech Lake) over what is known in Minnesota
as the Government Road. This road stretches for 75 miles
through immense pine forests and almost impenetrable
underbrush, and the only habitations to be seen from it
are the half-way houses, erected for the accommodation
of teamsters who are engaged in hauling government supplies, and the occasional wigwams of wandering Indians.
It was opened in 1856, by James Macaboy, for the convenience of Indian agents and fur traders.”
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Fully equipped with a driver celebrated for his knowledge of the frontier, we commenced at eight o’clock on
the morning of July 12 our wagon journey to Leech Lake,
the third objective in my expedition to the head waters of
the Mississippi. John Monahan, who held the reins on this
75 -mile journey over one of the roughest roads in
Minnesota, need not take a back seat to any of the famous
drivers of the border.
A ride of between three and four hours brought our
little party to Gull Lake, where a halt was made for rest
and refreshments. Gull Lake was for many years the home
and headquarters of the noted Chippewa chief, Hole in
the Day, and was the scene of many struggles between his
braves and those of the equally celebrated Sioux chief,
Little Crow. The remnant of a block house, fragments of
wigwams, and a few scattered graves, are all that is now left
to tell the tale of its aboriginal conflicts.
A family of four persons, domiciled in a log house,
constitute the entire white population of the place.
Reuben Gray, the genial patriarch who presides over this
solitary household in the wilderness, delights in the title of
landlord, and his hotel has become somewhat famous as
one of the pioneer half-way houses between Brainerd and
Leech Lake. Our arrival at Gull Lake was duly celebrated
by launching a canoe, which soon returned with a fine
mess of fish. These, with such fruits and vegetables as
were in season, afforded a dinner which our appetites,
whetted by a forenoon’s jolting in a country wagon, had
fully prepared us to enjoy.
After dinner we resumed our journey, with Pine River
as the evening destination. Sometimes in the road, sometimes out of it; now driving along the shore of a lake, and
again over huge logs and boulders, it was voted that our
ride to Pine River was unlike anything we had ever elsewhere experienced.
The ranch of George Barclay, the only white habitation between Gull Lake and Leech Lake, was reached at
five o’clock in the evening. Here we were most agreeably
surprised to find very good accommodations for both
man and beast. Barclay is a decided favorite with the
Indians, and his prosperity in this isolated corner of
Minnesota is largely due to his friendly relations with
them. He is always supplied with guns, knives, beads,
tobacco, and other goods as are in demand by his Indian
neighbors, for which he receives in exchange furs, game,
snake-root and other products from the forest which find
a ready market in Brainerd or Saint Paul.

LLA Board Meetings are the second Monday of each month 9:30 AM at the courthouse. Members & Guests welcome!
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1880 MAP: HEADWATERS OF THE MISSISSIPPI

Much valuable information was
obtained at Pine River concerning our
route to Leech Lake and beyond, the particular traits and characteristics of the
Indians whom we were likely to
encounter, and those persons at the
Agency who could be of most service to
us

“Curiosity l ed m e
to s tep i nto o ne o f
them, w hen f rom
want o f e xperience
I w as p recipitated
into t he l ake,
much t o m y o wn
discomfort a nd
chagrin, a nd t he
amusement o f t he
Indians.”

An excellent breakfast on the following morning, with the prospect of reaching Leech Lake, put my little party in the
most exuberant spirits for the day; and
nothing but jolting over one of the most
indifferent and rugged roads I have ever
encountered could have lessened the
enjoyment of our journey. A short halt
was made for lunch at Fourteen Mile
Lake. This was our first meal in the open
air, and enabled us to gauge more accurately our supply of rations. It was readily discovered that
we should need at least a third more provisions per diem
for our expedition than would be required for the ordinary
occupations of indoor life; and I at once decided to provide an additional supply of bacon and dried meats before
passing the Indian Agency (editor’s note: this was an apt
observation; the starving crew was reduced to eating a
mud turtle before the trip ended).

After lunch my brother and Mr. Paine took
a bath in the lake, while I found amusement
in duck-shooting and chatting with some
straggling Chippawas, who were about
launching their canoes for a six-weeks’ hunting and fishing excursion. These were the
first birchbark canoes I had seen and were
regarded with considerable interest, as they
were indispensable to the success of our
undertaking. Curiosity led me to step into
one of them, when from want of experience
I was precipitated into the lake, much to my
own discomfort and chagrin, and the amusement of the Indians. Being unable to swim,
I was congratulated upon a capsize in shallow
water. Firmly resolved upon being more cautious in the future, we continued our journey
towards Leech Lake, which was reached at
four o’clock in the afternoon.

To be continued...
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LEECH RESERVOIR
WATER LEVELS
As of July 27, 2009, the water
level on Leech Lake is 1294.19
feet. This is approximately 3.5
inches below the summer band.
The current discharge from the
dam is approximately 130 cfs.
After the spring snow melt, the lake level was able to reach
the middle of the summer band. However, the continued
below normal rainfall has caused the lake to continue
falling. From the middle of May until the beginning of
July, the discharges from the dam have been decreased
continually to help with the lack of rainfall.
CLIMATE
The normal rainfall over the Leech Lake area for May,
June and July is 2.87, 3.79, 3.72 inches, respectively. For
2009, actual rainfall totals for May, June and July are 1.55,
2.66, 1.60 inches, respectively. Another contributing
factor is that during the month of June, July and August
the lake level can decrease by 3 to 5 inches per month due
to evaporation alone.
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HEADWATERS ROPE STUDY
The Headwaters ROPE Study is expected to wrap up by
the end of September 2009. The results of the study
WILL NOT have the lake levels being lowered starting the
middle of July. The current summer operation will stay in
effect for Leech Lake. For any additional information on
the ROPE Study please contact the Project Manager,
Steve Clark at 651-290-5278 or
steven.j.clark@usace.army.mil.
MORE INFORMATION
You can visit the Corps of Engineers
Water Control, Web site at
http://www.mvp-wc.usace.army.mil
for more information on the
regulation of Leech Lake Reservoir.
Questions on the regulation of the Headwaters reservoir
can be directed to Jodi Kormanik-Sonterre at 651-2905646 or Tim Rennecke at 218-654-3145 at Leech Lake
Dam.

As for August, the normal rainfall
amount is approximately 3 inches. Without
normal rainfall, the lake level could (and
most likely) will continue to fall. With above
average rainfall, it is possible that the lake
level could reach the bottom of the summer
band before the end of the recreation
season. However, lake owners should be
prepared for the possibility of the lake level
not increasing from where it is today.
EFFECTS
Studies have shown that lower water levels
stimulate native aquatic vegetation growth.
There have been anecdotal reports from
fisherman that submerged "weed beds" are
showing signs of recovery. Lower water
levels from recent droughts may be a
contributing factor. If you would like to
comment regarding how low lake levels are
affecting you please email:
timm.v.rennecke@usace.army.mil.
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PLEASE RECYCLE
Recycling is an important way for us to conserve energy, reduce
waste in our landfills and conserve our natural resources for many
years to come. Please take a moment to recycle that water bottle, aluminum can, or glass spagetti jar instead of tossing it into the garbage.
Our earth will thank you for it. For more information go to
http://www.environment-green.com/

Costs for printing and distribution of the summer edition of the LLA Newsletter have been donated by the First National
Bank of Walke, and Hummingbird Press.

BOARD MEMBERS
Chuck Allen, Membership
cjallen@paulbunyan.net
Roseanne Budahl, Website
Rbudahl@aol.com
Jack Shaffer, Conservation
bellshaf@arvig.net
Jerry McCauley, Healthy Lakes
icecrack@embarqmail.com
Jane Ekholm, Legislation
janevanhunnik@hotmail.com
John Annexstad, Science
iceman58@eot.com
Ivan Paulsen, Natural Resources
ipaulsen@arvig.net

987-2307
547-1568
363-3817
836- 2076
547 -4131
547-1404
836-1510

LLA PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
Dave Laursen, Editor
Cathy Denker, Composition/Design

LEECH LAKE ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS
Bob Gisvold, President
gisvold@kwgc-law.com
Dennis Leff, Vice President
leffs@arvig.net
Paul Houska, Treasurer
houska@uslink.net
Dave Laursen, Secretary
dlaurs@arvig.net

547-1450
547-2343
547-3194
547-2832

LEECH LAKE BAND
REPRESENTATIVE
John

Ringle

335-7421
1-800-442- 3942
jringle@paulbunyan.net

dlaurs@arvig.net
cdenker@embarqmail.com
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WELCOMES NEW
SPONSORS
Following the May mailing of our Newsletter to all
Leech Lake Property Owners,
we were very gratified to have
several of you join the
Association at the Sponsorship
level($100 and above). Our special thanks to:
.
.
.
,
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Ron & Sharon Palmer at Agency Bay Lodge
Ann Burns, Edina, MN
Jack & Mary Szczepek, Charlotte, NC
Robert & Nita-Eagle Frink, Rock Island, IL
Paul & Lori Bethun, Grand Forks, ND
Robert & Patricia Thompson, Grand Forks, ND
Robert & Mary Sue Poirier, Dayton, MN
Israel Moe, Walker, MN
Thomas & Mary Peterson, Eden Prairie, MN
Richard Breda at Acorn Hill Resort
Le Roy & Marilyn Rademacher, Jordan, MN
A special welcome to all our new members, and to
all of you who have
supported us over
the years during lean
and difficult times,
some recent.

Page 12

A REMINDER: TIME
TO RENEW
MEMBERSHIPS FOR
2009–2010
Because our fiscal year
runs from July to July, the
date of our Annual Meeting
is when memberships expire and
dues are collected for the coming year. We sincerely hope that
you will renew your membership, and
encourage your
friends and neighbors to do likewise. There is strength in numbers, and your dues allow
our volunteers to carry on their work, which is to protect Leech Lake, guard your interests, and communicate
with you through press releases and this newsletter.
Please take a moment to fill out the enclosed application form and return it along with your check in the
attached self-addressed envelope. The notation ‘08 or
‘09 beside your name on the mailing label means that
your membership has expired, or is about to. Those of
you with a 10 beside your name are paid up through July
2010. If you have already paid your dues for 2010, simply let us know on the Application Form and we will
update our records.
Thank you in advance,
The Membership Committee

LLA Board Meetings are the second Monday of each month 9:30 AM at the courthouse. Members & Guests welcome!
Leech Lake Association
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Walker, MN 56484
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