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A newsletter for the members of the Leech Lake Association

Summer 2010

Our Mission: To be good stewards of Leech Lake and its environs,
recognizing the vulnerability of the lake, and the need for citizens -both individually and collectively -- to assume responsibility for its care.
Letter from the President,
How swiftly these long days of
summer pass, particularly as we grow
older. To the young, summer might
seem like eternity, But whether young
or old, the day will too soon arrive
when the children and grandchildren
head back to school, and their elders to
other and possibly warmer climes.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
August 13 -14
Walker Bay Days
August 14-16
Leech Lake Regatta
August 19-21
Cajun Fest
September 11
Ethnic Fest
September 18
North Country Marathon
October 1
Rotary Extravaganza
November 28
Festival of Lights
December 16
LLA Christmas Party

In the meantime, this is a busy time
of the year for Leech Lake Association
volunteers. The DNR is already casting their nets upon the waters to evaluate the success of this year’s walleye
hatch, the effectiveness of stocking
programs, the size distribution of previous year classes, and overall fishing
success. The Leech Lake Tribe will be
continuing cormorant diet studies, and
monitoring the tern population. Working with the DNR and the Leech Lake
Area Watershed Foundation, we will
continue to be identifying sensitive
shoreline and spawning areas for possible protection through conservation
easements
A key accomplishment this spring
and summer was participating on the
17-member Leech Lake Advisory
Committee which made recommendations to the DNR on how to manage
Leech Lake lands and waters over the
next five years.
Gaining consensus
with the DNR and other Advisory
Board Members on how best to manage this valuable resource for the benefit of local landowners, the business
community, and Leech Lake Tourism
was a tremendous accomplishment.
We are pleased with the results which
are now compiled in the DNR’s 20112015 Leech Lake Management Plan.
This Plan is presently out for public
review as described in the DNR section of this newsletter. We encourage

all of you to read and comment on this
important document, which spells out
our vision for the future for Leech
Lake in terms of sportfishing, habitat
protection, cormorant control., and the
monitoring of water quality and aquatic
vegetation.
A recent series in the June 20-22
Minneapolis Star Tribune, entitled Losing Minnesota’s Lakes, gave example
after example of how Minnesota Lakes
are being loved to death through overdevelopment, lax shoreline standards,
and failure to enforce zoning regulations. Unfortunately, Crow Wing and
Cass County lakes were the focus of
many of the problems cited.
Cass
County is taking the lead in tightening
zoning regulations but eternal vigilance – by all of us – is needed.
Please renew your Leech Lake
Association memberships.
You can see how critical it is
to have your support. We
were pleased that so many of you were
able to attend our Annual Meeting and
Picnic held at Horseshoe Bay Resort
on July 29. Our thanks to Professor
John Annexstad and DNR Large Lake
Specialist, Doug Schultz, for their very
enlightening presentations.
Robert Gisvold, President
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(DNR Report continued on page 3)
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LEECH RESERVOIR
WATER LEVELS
As of July 28, 2010, the
water level on Leech Lake is
1294.60 feet. The desirable
summer range is 1294.50 to
1294.90. The current discharge
from the dam is approximately 145 cfs.
The Corps of Engineers didn’t draw down Leech
Lake last winter essentially because nature did its own
drawdown last summer and fall with the drought.
Spring snow melt occurred earlier than normal under
conditions of warm days and cool nights that didn’t
contribute much runoff to help the lake recover from
the effects of last year. However, due
to above normal rainfall during June
and July, the level has risen into the
desirable summer range. Water discharges through the dam continue to
be low because the lake still hasn’t
completely recovered from the
drought.
CLIMATE
Normal rainfall over the Leech Lake area for May,
June and July is 2.71, 3.87, 4.40 inches. Actual 2010
rainfall totals at Leech Lake Dam for May, June and July
are 2.53, 4.38, and 6.63 inches. Another contributing
factor is that during summer months the lake level can
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decrease by 3 to 5 inches per month due to evaporation
alone. Since the lake is currently near the bottom of the
desirable summer range, chances are it could go below if
above normal precipitation isn’t received during the remainder of the summer. As for August, the normal
rainfall amount is approximately 3.75 inches.
EFFECTS
All things considered, Leech Lake has been in
pretty good shape this summer. It’s been above 1294.40
since the middle of May which bodes well for recreational boaters and beach lovers alike. Erosion has been
subdued from lower levels and wild rice beds appear to
be healthy. Studies have shown that lower water levels
stimulate native aquatic vegetation growth.
If you would like to comment regarding how
low lake levels are affecting you please email:
timm.v.rennecke@usace.army.mil.
MORE INFORMATION
You can visit the Corps of Engineers Water Control,
Web site at http://www.mvp-wc.usace.army.mil for
more information on the regulation of Leech
Lake Reservoir. Questions can be directed
to Timm Rennecke at Leech Lake Dam, 218654-3145.

August 13 -14: Walker Bay Days
August 14-16
Leech Lake Regatta
August 19-21
Cajun Fest

LLA Board Meetings are the second Monday of each month at 9:30 AM at the courthouse. Members and guest are welcome!
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MINDING OUR SHORES

pian Terns had never nested successfully in Minnesota.
Then, in 2007, a small colony of Caspian Terns was discovered on Little Pelican Island. These new arrivals established
28 nests, with 11 young successfully
fledged. This year, there are 60 good sized
chicks present, with another 23 eggs yet to
hatch. Steve estimates that 70 Caspian
terns will fledge this year.

The May-June 2010 issue of the Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine features the article “Minding our
Shores” that includes comments from a number of people
who participated in the development of new statewide
standards for shoreline development . The proposed revised standards incorporate new knowledge about waterways and about policy development to better protect waterways from habitat destruction, sewage, chemical and
sediment input from storm water, and other development
impacts, as well as from agricultural pollution. They include considerations for bluffs and for particularly sensitive
shoreland of lakes, trout streams, and smaller lakes near
cities and towns. They better meet the unique circumstances of resorts, many of which were built years ago and
would have a hard time meeting new standards when upgrading their facilities. And the new standards provide
flexibility to meet the different levels of water protection
goals for different kinds of lakes while accommodating local circumstances and investments lakeshore
owners have already made in their property.
For more detailed highlights of the proposed
standards, read the full story on the magazine
website.
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/volunteer/index.html

THE LEECH LAKE TERN POPULATION:
AN UPDATE

WHAT HAPPENED TO FIREFLIES?
Have you noticed fewer fireflies (lightning bugs) in recent years? Gone are the days when we could run around
and catch them in jars like when we were
kids. These amazing winged beetles made
summer nights special with their light
(bioluminescence) with which they communicate and attract mates.
However,
throughout the world, fireflies are disappearing for largely unknown reasons. Scientists think it may have to do with the loss
of habitat through development as well as
light pollution. Check out the Minnesota
DNR’s summary profile of fireflies in Minnesota, or join
the Science Museum of Minnesota’s Science Buzz discussion site on firefly population decline.
The website www.firefly.org also provides interesting information about fireflies
and their predicament, including tips on how
to help.
Articles Provided By:

Little Pelican Island has long been famous as a nesting
site for the Common Tern, a graceful waterbird a little
smaller than a gull. Leech Lake is one
of only four places in Minnesota where
these birds nest. During the 1990's
their population fell so low that they
were added to the State and Tribal
Threatened Species List. Since then, under the jurisdiction and protection of the Leech Lake
Tribe, the population has recovered, despite the bird’s
competition from gulls and cormorants.
Steve Mortensen, the Tribal Biologist responsible for
monitoring tern populations, reports that the common
terns are in the midst of nesting with almost 300 eggs and
chicks present. He anticipates that 100 or more common
terns will fledge this year if all goes well.
The Caspian Terns are also doing well. This is a larger
tern, about the size of a small gull. Up until recently, CasLLA Board Meetings are the second Monday of each month at 9:30 AM at the courthouse. Members and guest are welcome!
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MORE MUSKIE SPAWNING AREA PROTECTION
The Leech Lake Area Watershed Foundation
(LLAWF) received a $10,000 grant from the Hugh C.
Becker Foundation of the Twin Cities Chapter of Muskies,
Inc. to be used towards the acquisition of 6 plus acres and
over 400 feet of shoreland on Five Mile Point of Leech Lake. The property is adjacent to a
DNR Aquatic Management Area (AMA) established through a previous acquisition project
in 2005 that resulted in the permanent protection of over 1000 feet of shoreland along one
of seven known Muskie spawning areas in Leech Lake. (The Leech Lake Association received a Governor’s award for its participation in this project, which received funding from
the DNR, Muskies, Inc, and the Leech Lake Area Watershed Foundation).
The current acquisition will enlarge the DNR AMA by 200 feet of shoreland to
further protect the Muskie spawning area directly offshore from the impacts of development. An additional $40,000 will be raised by LLAWF and then matched by the state’s Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) Program funded from the sale of conservation license plates.. Secure, tax-deductible donations to the project
can be made online or by sending a check with the Five-Mile Point designation to LLAWF, Box 455,
Hackensack, MN 56452.

CASS COUNTY RECEIVES $300,000 STATE GRANT
On July 1, Cass County Environmental Services
launched a new project “Conserving Sensitive and Priority
Shorelands in Cass County in collaboration with the Leech
Lake Area Watershed Foundation (LLAWF). Cass County
is receiving $300,000 in funding for the project from the
Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund. The three-year project will provide financial assistance to shoreland property owners who are willing
to donate a perpetual conservation easement on their property to protect water
quality and important fish and wildlife habitat. Sensitive shorelands are parcels that have unique or critical fish and wildlife habitat and are highly vulnerable to the impacts of development. A conservation easement is a legal restriction on a
property that permanently limits development to protect the natural resources. The landowner retains private ownership
and use of the property while the development rights are held by a qualified entity. – either Cass County of the Minnesota Land Trust. If the property is sold, or inherited, the easement passes on to the future owners to ensure permanent protection of the natural resources. Cass County will be the fiscal agent for the project and
collaborate with the Leech Lake Area Watershed Foundation for project coordination and staffing. John
Sumption, formerly with Cass County Environmental Services, will work with the Foundation to identify
sensitive shorelands and provide technical assistance to landowners. (from Summer 2010 LLAFW News).

September 11: Ethnic Fest

September 18: North Country

LLA Board Meetings are the second Monday of each month at 9:30 AM at the courthouse. Members and guest are welcome!
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LEECH LAKE IN ANTIQUITY
In 1884 Captain Willard Glazier, a Civil War
Veteran and explorer, traveled by way of Leech Lake to
find the “true source” of the Mississippi River. While
Schoolcraft had identified Lake Itasca as the river’s
source as early as 1832, Glazier had heard rumors that
there were waters flowing into Lake Itasca from somewhere beyond, and that this “somewhere beyond” was
the “true source.” He believed that discovering the
“true source” would make him famous, and also give
him material for a book., which he did in fact write.
He recounts his adventures in the book titled “Down
the Great River; An Account of the Discovery of the
True Source of the Mississippi,” published by Hubbard
Publishers of Philadelphia in 1891.

They were requested to delineate maps of the country,
and to furnish an interpreter, guides, and canoes. To
this, Chenowagesic replied: “ I will myself furnish the
maps you have called for, and will guide you onward.
There are many lakes and rivers in the way, but the waters are favorable. I will talk to my friends about the canoes, and will see who will step forward to furnish
them. My own canoe shall be one of the number.”
But a few hours were required to complete the
maps, and the following morning, July 17, three Chippewas, including Chenowagesic, brought each a canoe and
laid it on the shore of the lake. Mr Paine, my brotherin-law, and myself were distributed in the three canoes,
along with out baggage. A waving of hats by those who
had come down to see us off and our birchen fleet got
underway, propelled by the vigorous strokes of our voyageurs.

His book provides an interesting picture of the Leech
Lake country as it was in 1884, before the arrival of the
loggers and homesteaders. Excerpts from his book will
be included in this Newsletter from time to time. The
book also includes an 1880's map of the Leech Lake
area, which seems surprisingly accurate for its time
(enclosed). In the two prior issues, Captain Glazier described his trip from Brainerd to Leech Lake, and his
stay at Agency Bay while awaiting Indian guides familiar
with the Lake Itasca area. In this issue, he describes his
departure for the “source.”
We Depart for the Source (in the words of Captain
Glazier): On Our Way to the Source.
Upon the return of Chenowagesic and other Indians a council was held, and my object stated to them.

An hour’s vigorous paddling took us across the
area of the lake where the Agency is situated, and then a
short portage over a point of land brought us to a much
larger body of water (Walker Bay?) where the wind and
the waves had a sweep of from 15 to 20 miles. We
coasted along the shore for some distance, and then
headed directly across the lake for the mouth of the
Kabekanka River. The waves ran high, and our canoes
rose lightly on them, sinking again with a swash into the
trough, and splashing water over our bows. Gradually
we became somewhat accustomed to this, and gained
sufficient confidence to gaze around…
Between two and three hours of persistent work
brought us to an inlet though which the Kabekanka
empties; and, forcing our way through the rushes with
which its mouth is filled, we ascended the stream, and at
about eleven o’clock came upon a small lake formed by
an expansion of the river. Paddling to the upper end of
(Leech Lake in Antiquity continued on page 9)
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(Leech Lake in Antiquity continued from page 8)

1880’S MAP: HEADWATERS OF THE MISSISSIPPI

it, we landed, and having built a fire, had our first meal
in the open air. Re-embarking, we continued our course
up the Kabekanka. As we ascended the river became
narrower and swifter, and the wild rice which at first
filled its shallow bed gave place to snags and driftwood,
though which it was almost impossible to force our canoes. We had nearly reached the conclusion that we
could go no farther in the canoes, when we came to
what seemed to be a pond of still water filled with
rushes. This pond, we soon discovered .was the outlet
of a large and beautiful lake, not less than seven miles
long, into whose tranquil waters we burst with a shout
of gladness. Continuing our course, we paddled slowly,
trolling for fish as we prospected for a suitable spot on
which to pitch our tents. Our trolling was rewarded
with a fine mess of pickeral; so we landed at once, and
the fire of our first camp was soon crackling merrily
The guides prepared supper, while my brother and
Paine pitched tents and swung their hammocks among
the pines.
After discussing the events of the day, we retired
to our tents, or rather were driven thither by clouds of
mosquitoes which, ignoring the smoke of our camp fire
began their onslaught as soon as the light of day disappeared. Paine attempted to find peaceful slumber in his

hammock, but was soon sung and stung into a hasty retreat to the tent, which George, with some care, had
made mosquito proof.
We struck tents at break of day on the morning
of July 18, and , launching our canoes, paddled to the
upper end of the lake, where we disembarked and had
breakfast. Learning from Chenowagesic that the Indians had no name for this beautiful lake, I designated it
“Garfield” in honor of our President, James Abram
Garfield. At the head of Lake Garfield, we reached the
terminus of uninterrupted water communication, and I
was informed by my guides that a portage of between
two and three miles lay before us. In blissful ignorance
of what a portage really was, this announcement had no
terror for us, and we gaily packed our traps into convenient bundles for carrying. The Indians had, in the meantime, prepared packs for themselves weighing upwards
of a hundred pounds which they rolled in their blankets
and secured with a strap which was passed over the
forehead, allowing the pack to rest on their shoulders.
On top of this they each placed a canoe, bottom upwards, resting it on the pack by means of a cross-bar,
and thus loaded started through what seemed to us a
trackless forest.
(Leech Lake in Antiquity continued on page 10)
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(Leech Lake in Antiquity continued from page 9)
Following the lead of our guides, we shouldered our guns and kept up as best we
could, for their pace at times increased almost to a run. The undergrowth was so dense that
we could not see where to put our feet, and were only guided by the white bottoms of the
canoes in front of us On we went, up hill and down, over logs and through bogs, barking
our shins, scratching our faces on the rough limbs, panting for breath, the perspiration
flowing in rivulets from every pore, and bitten by countless mosquitoes, until it seemed we
could go no farther; still, the guides trotted along with their burdens, showing not the least
sign of fatigue. At last, however, as we were about to drop from sheer exhaustion, the
guides halted and deposited packs and canoes on the ground, rolled out from under them,
and, after a smile at us, began picking blueberries which were found in great abundance
near by. As for myself and white companions, we threw ourselves down almost breathless,
without even energy enough to fight the mosquitoes.

To be Continued.

October 1: Rotary Extravaganza

December 16
LLA Christmas Party

November 28: Festival of Lights
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PLEASE RECYCLE

Recycling is an important way for
us to conserve energy, reduce waste in our
landfills and conserve our natural resources for many years to come. Please
take a moment to recycle that water bottle,
aluminum can, or glass spaghetti jar

instead of tossing it into the garbage. Our
earth will thank you for it.
For more information go to
http://www.environment-green.com/

Costs for printing and distribution of the summer edition of the LLA Newsletter have been donated by the First National
Bank of Walker, and Hummingbird Press.

BOARD MEMBERS
Chuck Allen, Membership ......................................... 987-2307
cjallen@paulbunyan.net
Roseanne Budahl, Website ........................................ 547-1568
Rbudahl@aol.com
Jack Shaffer, Conservation......................................... 363-3817
bellshaf@arvig.net
Jerry McCauley, Healthy Lakes ................................. 836- 2076
icecrack@embarqmail.com
Jane Ekholm, Legislation ........................................... 547 -4131
janevanhunnik@hotmail.com
John Annexstad, Science ............................................ 547-1404
iceman58@eot.com
Ivan Paulsen, Natural Resources .............................. 836-1510
ipaulsen@arvig.net

LEECH LAKE ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS

Bob Gisvold, President .......................... 547-1450
gisvold@kwgc-law.com
Dennis Leff, Vice President .................. 547-2343
leffs@arvig.net
Paul Houska, Treasurer ......................... 547-3194
houska@arvig.net
Dave Laursen, Secretary ........................ 547-2832
dlaurs@arvig.net

LEECH LAKE BAND
Representative
Susan Kedzie .................................... 218-335-7442
lldminvasives@lldrm.org

LLA PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
Dave Laursen, Editor ..................................................547-2832
dlaurs@arvig.net
Cathy Denker, ....................................................... 612-310-3498
Composition/Design
cdenker@embarqmail.com
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WELCOMES NEW SPONSORS

REMINDER: TIME TO RENEW
MEMBERSHIPS FOR 2010-2011
Because our fiscal year runs from July to
July, the date of our Annual Meeting is
when memberships expire and dues are
collected for the coming year. The notation
‘10' beside your name on the mailing label
means that your membership has expired. We sincerely hope
that you will renew your membership and encourage your
friends and neighbors to do likewise. There is strength in
numbers, and your dues allow our volunteers to carry on their
work, which is to protect Leech Lake, guard your interests,
and communicate with you through press releases and this
newsletter.
Those of you who have not yet renewed at the time of this
writing will find an application form and Return Envelope
enclosed with your newsletter. Please take a moment to fill
out the application form and return it along with your check.
Thank you in advance,
The Membership Committee

We are very grateful to all those
who have chosen to become sponsors
of our Association! ($100 and above).
While our renewal period has just begun, several of you have already renewed as Sponsors. For those of you
who have not yet renewed, we will include your
names in our next newsletter. Our special thanks to:
2010-2011 Sponsors:
J. Richard Simpson, Chanhassen, MN
Dan & Shirley Sheldon, Eden Prairie, MN
John & May Benedict, Aurora, IL
Richard Brede at Acorn Hill Resort, Walker, MN
Robert and Patti Gisvold, Walker, MN
LeRoy & Marilyn Rademacher, Jordan, MN
Ron & Sharon Palmer at Agency Bay Lodge
Oak Point Homeowners Association
Isobel Brown, Whipholt, MN
Jack Szczepek, Charlotte, NC
Robert & Nita-Eagle Frink, Rock Island, IL

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

LIFETIME MEMBER ($1000 or more)
♦ Dale & Harriet Jones, Walker, MN
A special welcome to all our new members, and to
all of you who have continued to support us over
the years as the walleye fishery has recovered.

LLA Board Meetings are the second Monday of each month at 9:30 AM at the courthouse. Members and guest are welcome!
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