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Our Mission:  To be good stewards of  Leech Lake and its environs, 
recognizing the vulnerability of  the lake, and the need for citizens -- 
both individually and collectively -- to assume responsibility for its care. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

August 9-11 
Leech Lake Regatta 

August 14-16 
Cajun Fest at  

Northern Lights 
September 5-7th 

Muskies Inc Tournament 
September 13th 

Ethnic Fest 22 
September 17th 

LLA Meeting 
September 20th 
30th North Country 

 Marathon, 10K 
November 19th 

LLA Meeting 
November 28th-29th 

Festival of Lights 
December 18th 

Leech Lake Association  
Annual Christmas Party 

 After several 
years of relatively 
dry conditions, 
heavy early sum-
mer rains have 
pushed Leech 
Lake water levels 
to some of their 
highest in recent 
memory.  All of 
Leech Lake –  and 
indeed,  all of Cass 
County –  have no
-wake zones with-
in 300 feet of shore to mitigate shore-
line erosion and other property dam-
age. The Corps of Engineers at Federal 
Dam has increased its discharge to re-
duce water levels on Leech Lake,  but 
as Timm Rennecke explains in this 
newsletter, the dam is involved in 
downstream flood control as well as 
Leech Lake water levels, which requires  
trade-offs when determining discharge 
rates from the dam.  Assuming normal 
rainfall, the lake will gradually return to 
desired summer levels.  

 The on-going battle to keep Leech 
Lake free of zebra mussels and other 
invasives is ramping up as a result of 
legislative action and as more grant 
money becomes available.  There is  
now an AIS master plan, boat inspec-
tors hired, and decontaminat ion sta-
tions being purchased for cleaning  
boats at sites still to be determined.  
We thank the many groups involved in 
this effort , including the Association of 
Cass County Lakes and the Cass Coun-
ty Soil and Water District who has re-
sponsibility for overseeing the boat 
inspection program. 

 I am pleased to report that two very 
experienced  people have recently been 

appointed  to our Board of Directors. 
Both  Robert Poirier Jr and Jeff Brock-
berg have homes on Leech Lake and 
many years of experience in  business, 
government, and environmental issues.  
They share our love of the lake, and are 
committed to its protection for future 
generations.  We very much welcome 
Bob Poirier and Jeff to our Board, and 
thank retiring John Annexstad and 
Roseanne Budahl for their many years  
of dedicated service to our cause.  

 We invite you to attend any of our 
monthly meetings to see what we do.    
Members from the Leech Lake Tribe, 
the DNR, the Corps of Engineers,  and 
County officials regularly attend these 
meetings , and you will find them an 
excellent way to keep abreast of what is 
happening on the lake and in the com-
munity.      I encourage you to contact 
me or any of our Board Members for 
more information, or if you have an 
issue where we might provide assis-
tance. 

 

Robert Gisvold, President 

Letter from the President, 
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(DNR Report continued on page 3) 

Leech Lake Update, July 2014 
Walker Area Fisheries Office 

07316 State Hwy 371 
Walker, MN  56484 

218-547-1683 
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(DNR Report continued on page 4) 

(DNR Report continued from page 2) 
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(DNR Report continued from page 3) 
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(DNR Report continued from page 4) 



LEECH LAKE IN ANTIQUITY  

 In 1884 Captain Willard 
Glazier, a Civil War Veteran and 
explorer, traveled by way of Leech 
Lake to find the “true source” of 
the Mississ ippi River.  While 
Schoolcraft had ident ified Lake 
Itasca as the river’s source as early 
as 1832, Glazier had heard rumors 
that there were waters flowing into 
Lake Itasca from somewhere be-
yond, and that this “somewhere 

beyond” was the “true source.”   He believed that dis-
covering the “true source” would make him famous, and 
also give him material for a book., which he did in fact  
write.    He recounts  his adventures  in the  book titled 
“Down the Great River; An Account of the Discovery of  

the True Source of the Mississippi,” published by Hub-
bard Publishers of Philadelphia in 1891.  His book pro-
vides an interesting picture of the Leech Lake country  as 
it was in 1884, before the arrival of the loggers and  
homesteaders. Excerpts from his book will be included 
in this Newsletter from time to time.  The book also in-
cludes an 1880's map of the Leech Lake area, which 
seems surprisingly accurate for its time (enclosed).  In 
prior issues, Captain Glazier described his trip from 
Brainerd to Leech Lake, his stay at Agency Bay while 
awaiting Indian guides, and their arduous journey to Lake 
Itasca.  They have now arrived at Itasca, and points be-
yond, but their food is gone and starvation begins. 

 

 

THE JOURN EY CON TINUES 
(IN THE WORDS OF CAPTAIN GLAZIER) 

 Struck camp at sunrise.  Shot a muskrat with 
our last round of ammunit ion, and killed two ducks with 
paddles early in the afternoon, which, with a few blueber-
ries gathered by the guides, gave us a scant dinner.  Had 
we not been thus favored, it is hard to say what our fate 
might have been, for we were so much reduced in 
strength by this time that it was with the greatest difficul-
ty we continued the descent of the river, aided only, as 
we were, by a sluggish current, and too weak to accom-
plish much with our paddles.  A breakdown seemed in-
evitable, but this timely relief gave us renewed energy and 
braced us up for more vigorous work in pushing forward 
with our canoes.  
 We met a canoe late 
in the afternoon, about 
ten miles above Lake Be-
midji, in which there 
were an Indian, his 
squaw and pappose.  
Finding they had some 
dried fish and a small 
quantity of maple sugar, 
we proposed a purchase, 
which was made after 
considerable parleying, 
and which resulted in our 
securing four small perch 
and about two pounds of 
sugar.  The Fates certainly favored us on this occasion, 
for had we been a few moments later we should not have 
seen these Indians, as at the time of our meeting they 
were about turning from the Mississippi to ascend one of 
its tributaries. 
 As soon as we were in possession of sugar and fish it 
was voted that nothing should be eaten unt il our usual 
hour for supper; but I may add that our wise resolutions 
were not very strictly adhered to, and the official having 
charge of the sugar was frequently visited upon errands 
having no reference to the points of the compass.  
 We reached the mouth of the eastern fork of the Mis-
sissippi at five o ’clock.  This stream, to which allusion 
was made during our voyage to Lake Itasca, unites with 
the western fork about three miles south of Bemidji.  We 
were now in latitude 47 degrees 28'46".  Of the two pri-
mary streams which unite at this point the one flowing 
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(Leech Lake in Antiquity continued on page 7) 
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1880’S MAP:  HEADWATERS OF THE MISSISSIPPI 
(Leech Lake in Antiquity continued from page 6) 

from the west contributes by far the larger volume of 
water, possessing the greater velocity and breadth of 
current .   A few moments before six o’clock we entered 
a beautiful little lake of clear water and a picturesque 
margin, spreading transversely to our course, to with I  
gave the name of Marquette.  Chenowagesic led the way 

direct ly north across this body of water, striking the riv-
er again on its opposite shore.  The Mississippi at the 
point of leaving lake Marquette is a broad, shallow chan-
nel, with rapid current.  I estimated this channel to be 
not more than one hundred yards long, at which dis-
tance we entered the largest lake yet encountered in our 
seaward voyage.  This fine body of water is known  as 

Pemidjegumaug,  which is the Lac Traverse of the early 
French explorers.  It appears upon the recent maps as 
Bemidji, which is an indifferent abbreviat ion of its origi-
nal title.  The peculiarity recognized by the Indian name 
of Pemidjegumaug, or cross-water, is found to consist in 
the circumstance of the entrance of the Mississippi into 
its extreme southern end, and its passage through or 
across part of it at a short distance from the point of 
entrance. 
 Lake Bemidji is in every way a magnificent sheet of 
water, twelve 
miles in length 
from north to 
south, and six 
or seven broad, 
fringed by an 
open forest of 
hard wood.  It 
is distant one 
hundred and 
forty eig ht 
miles from the 
source of the river, and lies at an elevation of 1456 feet 
above the Gulf of Mexico.  

A few moments before six 
o’clock we entered a beau-

tiful little lake of clear  
water and a picturesque  

margin, spreading  
transversely to our course, 

to with I gave the name  
of Marquette.  

(Leech Lake in Antiquity continued on page 8) 
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(Leech Lake in Antiquity continued from page 7) 

 Continuing our course we paddled across the south-
ern end of Lake Bemidji to its outlet.  Descending the 
river a short distance we came to high ground, which was 
considered favorable for a camp;  haltd and pitched tents 
a few moments before sunset.  Here we were again 
brought to the realization of an empty larger.  Every 
grain of sugar had disappeared.  The last round of am-
munition was gone but four small dried perch left to car-
ry us to Lake Winnibegoshish, distant about a hundred 
miles; for we had now learned that the trading post at 
this point, and also that at Cass Lake, had some time 
been abandoned.  The fish were carefully cut up and dis-
tributed, which, with a few blueberries found near our 
encampment,, afforded temporary refreshment and sent 
us to our tents musing, not so much upon the beautiful 
scenery which had arrested our attention during the af-
ternoon, as upon the possibility of bagging something of 
an eatable character.  

 Launched our canoes (the next morning) a few 
minutes after sunrise.  Killed two small mallard ducks 
and one mud turtle with our paddles, which, with the 
usual addition of the never-failing blueberries, gave us an 
indifferent breakfast at ten o’clock.  All hands very week 
again from want of sufficient food.  
 Reached Cass Lake at three o ’clock in the afternoon.  
Here we found a w igwam on the shore of the lake occu-
pied by an Indian woman and her children.  A careful 
exploration brought to light a few dried fish, which we at 
once purchased with money and tobacco, the latter arti-
cle being especially appreciated.    Dame Fortune seemed 
to be with us once more, and hastening back to our ca-
noes we paddled direct ly across the lake, disembarking at 
a point near its outlet.  Tents were pitched and prepara-

tions for supper begun, for we now had something to 
eat, and were in no humor to defer the eating.  Desirous 
of adding something of a nourishing character to our 
small stock of dried fish, Chenowagesic and the Lagards 
were instructed to forage in the vicinity of our encamp-
ment.  They soon returned, reporting the discovery of a 
deserted wigwam and a large garden of growing corn and 
potatoes.  This garden, well filled with half -grown pota-
toes, was to my starving companions an object of sincere 
admiration, especially when we were told by our guides 
that in the Indian country the hungry are always at liberty 
to help themselves.  Under the circumstances, this prac-
tice of our red brothers was well calculated to inspire us 
with most exalted ideas of aboriginal generosity, and the 
alacrity with which we helped ourselves to those juvenile 
potatoes fully attested our appreciation.  
 After supper all went down to the lake and had a full 
bath, then returned to our tents thankful for the favors 
of the day, and loud in our praises of Indians who plant 
corn and potatoes. 
 
(TO BE CONTINUED) 
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AQUATI C INVASIVE SP ECI ES UPDATE 

 This summer 
has turned into a very 
busy time with regard 
to aquatic invasive 
species (AIS) issues. 
Reports of new infes-
tations are occurring  
at the rate of about a 
waterbody per week  
despite increased education, watercraft inspect ions and 
enforcement efforts to stop them. On the other hand, 
growing state-wide concern has stimulated the donation 

of resources to fight 
them from a couple of 
previous ly hard -to-
interest sources: the 
state legislature and 
the Lessard Sams Out-
door Heritage Council.  

 The legislative commitment, a statewide $10 mil-
lion program awarding funds to counties based on the 
number of public boat landings in them, resulted in Cass  
County getting $220,000 in the middle of July this year. 
Cass is also slated to get approximately $500,000 next 

year. These funds can be used to-
ward AIS prevention projects on a 
lake-to-county-wide level under 
very broad subject guidelines  
(enforcement, inspection, signage, 
education, etc.) after county ap-
proval of a written AIS project  
plan. Fortuitously, Cass County 

completed just such a plan in September of last year that  
will be a major factor in determining where and how AIS 
funds will be directed here. While detailed planning has 
just begun, some specific uses of the money might in-
clude increasing inspection hours on higher -use area 
lakes, permanently locating decontaminat ion stations at 
strategic sites around the county and Leech Lake, more 
effect ive signage, and stimulating stronger community 
support. Comments on these early plans and any addi-
tional ideas by LLA Members are welcomed!  

 The Lessard Sams Outdoor Heritage Council 
fund will provide $3,650,000 to about 10 lake associa-
tions or other entities around the state to “assess the ef-
fectiveness of a range of strategies to prevent introduc-
tion of AIS in uninfected or minimally infected lakes in 
Minnesota”. Requests for proposals and funding for 
such projects are expected to go out from LSOHC this 
fall, and the projects that are selected for funding to start  
next year. Both Cass County and an AIS team assembled 
by the Association of Cass County Lakes are considering  
ideas for projects that might capture some of these re-
sources to fight invasive species invasions in this area.  
 In the meantime, the MN 
DNR AIS program has been con-
ducting watercraft inspections and 
decontamination at public launch 
ramps around Leech Lake. This 
program is administered by North-
ern Watercraft Inspection Program 
Assistant Bruce Anspach out of 
Itasca State Park. Inspection hours 

have been increased to 
1080 hours for the 2014 
boating season, toward 
which the Leech Lake 
Associat ion donated 
$1,250 as part of a 
matching grant (the 
state pays the other 

half). This program also involves randomly locating a hot 
water spray decontaminat ion unit at public landings 
around the lake. To date, only 6 hot water decontamina-
tions have been determined to be necessary to protect 
Leech and next-destination lakes in 2014.  
 

John Eaton 
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EFFECTS OF HIGH WATER LEVELS ON  
WATERBI RDS ON L EECH LAKE 

 High lake 
water levels can be 
detrimental to a 
number of wildlife 
species, especially 
those that nest near 
the water’s edge or 
in low-lying areas.  
Shorebirds that need 

exposed open beaches to forage or nest on are probably 
the most negatively affected.  Leech Lake no longer has 
many nesting shorebird species, but still sees a good 
number of migrates in the spring and fall.  Some of these 
species will start to migrate south as early as late July or 
early August.  Of the 33 or so species of shorebirds that 
nest in, or migrate though Minnesota, 31 have been ob-
served on Leech Lake.  It is very unlikely water levels will 
drop fast enough to provide much foraging habitat for 
these species this fall.   

 Colonial waterbirds are 
another group of birds that can 
be negatively affected by high 
water levels especially if they 
nest on the ground, in low -
lying areas, or if water levels 
rise after a nest has been estab-
lished.   The group of birds 
includes species like terns, gull, 
cormorants, and pelicans.  The 

high water levels on Leech Lake have reduced the repro-
duction of most colonial waterbirds this year with com-
mon terns hit the hardest.   Other species that are nesting 
in higher situations are less affected by direct nest flood-
ing, but with more rain you typically get more storms and 
severe weather that frequently causes high waves that can 
over wash nest sites and also destroy nests and kill 
young.    

CORMORAN T CONFLICT MANAG EMEN T 2014 
 Cormorant conflict management removed almost 
1700 birds from Leech Lake in 2014.  There were more 
birds removed in 2013, but less than the long -term aver-
age.  It is suspected that the 
strange weather patterns we had 
this past spring resulted in more 
cormorants attempting to nest  
on Leech Lake instead of head-
ing up to Canada where the larg-
est colonies are found.  
 

 

 

Steve Mortensen  
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LEECH RESERVOIR WATER LEVELS  

 On July 05, 2014, the water elevation (level) on Leech Lake is 1295.70 feet.  This level is 
about one foot above the normal desirable summer range target.  The current discharge from 
the dam, in accordance with the congressionally approved water control plan, is at 650 cubic 
feet per second (CFS).  

 I’ve dedicated portions of this article over the past several issues to explain require-
ments of the Leech Lake Congressionally Approved Water Control Plan including operating limits, authorized purposes, 
downstream channel capacity, and how flooding at Aitkin could affect Leech Lake.  

A quick review of our operating limits:  
 
• Leech Lake desirable summer range: 1294.50 - 1294.90. 
• Normal operat ing levels: 1293.20 - 1295.70. 
• Total operating limits: 1292.70 - 1297.94. (This is an operating plan limit, not capacity limit  

 of the dam). 
• Leech Lake Dam is operated for several purposes; Flood Damage Reduction, Tribal Trust,  

 Environmental Stewardship, Recreat ion, and Navigation. 
• Mississippi River channel capacity in the Ball Club/Deer River area is only about 2200 cfs.  

 The total combined outflow of Winnie and Leech cannot exceed that without causing  
 flooding.   

 During May and June 2014; Leech, Winnie, and Pokegama reservoirs have been operated for flood control at  Aitkin, 
MN (as provided by the approved Water Control Manuals).  On about the end of June the Aitkin area began to dry out; 
accordingly Pokegama, Winnie, & Leech increased outflow to provide some relief.  But everyone must be aware; LL wa-
ter level under these conditions is very weather dependant and will take some time before it recedes to its desirable sum-
mer range. 

 High water is very widespread throughout Minnesota (and now Iowa) so far this summer.  High water is causing 
shoreline and environmental damage,  and,  in some  cases,  homes and communities are flooding.  

2013 AND 2014 IN REVIEW 
 Weather during the second half of 2013 presented drought conditions to much of our area along with corresponding 
low water levels.  The 90-day precipitat ion outlook for January through March 2014, provided by the National Weather 
Service (NWS) Climate Prediction Center (CPC), t ilted toward equal chances for below normal, normal, and above nor-
mal conditions across north central Minnesota but the Eastern part of the Leech Lake Watershed began receiving higher 
amounts of snow.  Accordingly, we increased the outflow to achieve a full drawdown of Leech Lake ,to make room for 
spring runoff and potential flood water storage.  Spring 2014 runoff and wet condit ions raised Leech Lake to our sum-
mer desirable target elevation in May but June provided near record precipitation amounts in some areas.  The US 
Drought Monitor, released on June 19, indicated that there were no locations within Minnesota with a droug ht designa-
tion. This is the first time since July 2011 that this has occurred.  Leech levels continued ris ing to a peak of 1295.8 in 
June. 

(US Army Corps of  Engineers continued on page 12) 
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SEE THE LEECH HYDROGRAPH BELOW FROM JAN 2014 TO CURRENT:  

 
Operation Summary Correlating to the Leech Lake Water Level Hydrograph:  
 
* Jan – Mar 2014: Winter drawdown occurring. 
 
* Apr 2014: Leech Lake and Winnie Dams halt winter drawdown to allow for drainage of the downstream Mississippi Riv-
er due to potential spring flooding in Aitkin.  This caused Leech Lake to begin rising. 
 
* May 2014: Leech Lake stabilizes after runoff exactly at the desired summer target level of 1294.70. 
 
* Jun 2014: Leech Lake rises above the desirable summer band of 1294.50 – 1294.90.  Over 9 inches of rain is measured 
at Federal Dam from 31-May to 30-June 2014.  Normal rain for June is 3.87 inches. 
 
* Jul 2014:  Leech Lake is about 1 foot above normal.  Heavy winds are causing shoreline damage.  Dry weather is needed 
help lower Leech and Winnie. 
 
OPERATING FOR FLOOD DAMAGE REDUCTION 
When operat ing headwaters reservoirs for flood control at Aitkin, each of the reservoir levels are monitored along with the 
stage at Aitkin.  A guide curve has been developed that when followed, the damages at the reservoirs are balanced with the 
damages at Aitkin.  Operating the Headwaters Reservoirs is a system wide operation and each event can produce different 
results, so the guide curve is used to help, but cannot always be followed. 

(US Army Corps of  Engineers continued on page 13) 

(US Army Corps of  Engineers continued from page 11) 
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HISTORICAL HYDROGRAPH OF LEECH LAKE FROM 1997 – CURRENT: June 2014 is highest since 2001. 

 
 LOOKING FORWARD 

 
The 90-day precipitation outlook  for July, August, 
September 2014, provided by the National Weather Ser-
vice (NWS) Climate Prediction Center (CPC), tilts to-
ward equal chances for below normal, normal, or above 
normal conditions across north central Minnesota but 
we are very close to being predicted as “above normal”: 

(US Army Corps of  Engineers continued on page 14) 

(US Army Corps of  Engineers continued from page 12) 
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The 90-day temperature outlook for July, August, September 2014, provided by the National Weather Service (NWS) 
Climate Prediction Center (CPC), tilts toward below normal temperatures: 

 
EL NIÑO/SOUTHERN OSCILLATION (ENSO) DIAGNOSTIC DISCUSSION 
 
The Climate Prediction Center/NCEP/NWS and the International Research Institute for Climate and Society provides 
weather predictions and information that affects our fall and winter weather in North Central Minnesota. 
 
On 5 June 2014 the following was 
released: 
 
ENSO Alert System Status: El 
Niño Watch  
Synopsis: The chance of El Niño 
is 70% during the Northern 
Hemisphere summer and reach-
es 80% during the fall and winter.  
 

(US Army Corps of  Engineers continued on page 15) 

(US Army Corps of  Engineers continued from page 13) 
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During winter El Niño episodes feature a strong jet  
stream and storm track across the southern part of 
the United States, and less storminess and milder -
than-average conditions across the North. La Niña 
episodes (bottom map) feature a very wave-like jet 
stream flow over the United States and Canada, 
with colder and stormier than average conditions  
across the North, and warmer and less stormy con-
ditions across the South.  See El Nino and La Nina 
maps below for more information.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LEECH LAKE DAM 

Leech Lake Dam is located on the North East corner of Portage Bay and forms the Leech Lake River.  The 
Leech flows into the Mississippi south of US HWY 2 downstream of the MN DNR Mud/Goose Wildlife 
Management Area.  The Corps of Engineers provides recreation facilities such as boat ramps, campgrounds, 
picnic areas, trails and other services within the grounds at Leech Lake Dam.  Check us out and click on 
“recreation” at www.mvp.usace.army.mil 

MORE INFORMATION 

You can visit the Corps of Engineers Water Control, Web site at http://www.mvp-wc.usace.army.mil for 
more information on the regulat ion of Leech Lake Reservoir.    Questions can be directed to Timm Rennecke 
at Leech Lake Dam, 651-290-5470.  If you would like to comment regarding how lake levels are affecting you 
please email: timm.v.rennecke@usace.army.mil  

 

(US Army Corps of  Engineers continued from page 14) 



LLA Newsletter, Summer/F all 201 4   Page 16 

LLA Board Meetings are the third Monday of each month at 9:30 AM at the courthouse.  Members and guest are welcome! 

 www.minnesotawaters.org/group/leech/home 
Hosted by Minnesota Waters/Conservation Minnesota 

     The Host, Minnesota Waters, for our Leech Lake Asso-
ciation website is currently creating a  New Website  for Lake 
Associations to use.  The specific content of our website will 
be updated prior to migrat ion to the new website, however, 
accessing the site and the content will not change great ly at  
this time.  The new and improved website is expected to be 
up and running within the next few weeks.   Until then, our 
present site will remain available for use.      If you have not 
visited our site, please do so.  It includes our current newslet-
ters, membership forms, events and other useful information 
about our association and the surrounding area.  We attempt 
to keep it current and try to continually improve the content .  
 
Thanks You! 
LLA Board Members 

VISIT OUR LLA WEBSITE: 

DNR GENERAL PERMIT MAY HELP EXPEDITE 
STATEWIDE FLOOD REPAIRS 

 Private landowners, agencies, 
and polit ical subdivisions throughout 
the state impacted by flooding who 
want to repair damaged shorelines, 
bridges, culverts, roadways, struc-
tures, stream channels and other fa-
cilit ies to pre-flood condition may be 
eligible to quickly acquire the neces-
sary DNR permit by applying online 
at the Minnesota permitting and re-

porting system (MPARS) website at www.mndnr.gov/
mpars [ http://www.mndnr.gov/mpars ].  

 When applying online through MPARS, the authori-
zation may be obtained in just days. People without In-
ternet access can obtain a paper permit application from 
a local DNR or county zoning office.  

 Before beginning repairs, people working at or below 
the high water level on lakes, wetlands, and streams need 
to apply for the permit ,  pay a small fee (usually $100), 
and receive authorization. For repairs above the high wa-
ter level, contact the local governmental unit to obtain 
permission. 

 In-kind replacement (i.e. same kind, size and dimen-
sion) may be authorized by this permit. Deviations from 
in-kind replacement can be authorized if specifically 
identified in the permit authorization.  

 Expedited authorization is not available for projects  
that seek approval for unauthorized construction already 
started or completed, channelize or realign a stream, take 
place in or impact a designated trout stream, enlarge a 
drainage ditch, block, divert or appropriate stream water, 
alter a water level control structure, convert a bridge 
crossing to a culvert crossing or excavate fill from public 
waters without consultation and approval of the DNR.  

To use MPARS: 
* Go to the MPARS website www.mndnr.gov/MPARS 
[ http://www.mndnr.gov/MPARS ].  
* Click the “Open MPARS” button.  
* Create an account.  
* Complete the permit application.  
* Pay the fee online for permit.  

 For questions about the flood repair general permit, 
contact the county DNR hydrologist. Contact infor-
mation is at http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/
area_hydros.pdf. 
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LLA Board Meetings are the third Monday of each month at 9:30 AM at the courthouse.  Members and guest are welcome! 

PLEAS E RECYCLE 
 Recycling is an important way for 
us to conserve energy, reduce waste in our 
landfills and conserve our natural re-
sources for many years to come.  Please 
take a moment to recycle that water bottle, 
aluminum can, or glass spaghetti jar  

 instead of tossing it into the garbage.  Our 
earth will thank you for it.  

 
 
 
For more information go to 

http://www.environment-green.com/ 

Costs for printing and distribution of the summer edition of the LLA Newsletter have been donated by the First National 
Bank of Walker, and Hummingbird Press. 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Chuck Allen, Website ..................................................... 987-2307 
 cjallen@paulbunyan.net  
Steve Mortenson, Conservation  ................................. 335-7421 
 scmort@blackduck.net  
John Eaton, Healthy Lakes........................................... 547-4011 
 eatonjg@arv ig.net  
Jane Ekholm, Legislation ............................................. 547 -4131 
 janevanhunnik@hotmail.com 
John Annexstad, Science ............................................... 547-1404 
 iceman58@eot.com  
Jeff Brockberg ................................................................... 547-8737 
 brckjpb@earthlink.net  
Robert Poirier............................................................612-916-3967 
 thepoi@charter.net  
LLA PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 
Dave Laursen, Editor ..................................................... 547-2832 
 dlaurs@arv ig.net  
Cathy Denker, ...........................................................612-310-3498 
Composition/Design cathy.bewell4life@gmail.com  

LEECH LAKE ASSOCIATI ON  
OFFICERS 
Bob Gisvold, President  ............................547-1450 
 gisvold@kwgc-law.com 
Dennis Leff, Vice President  ...................547-2343 
 .............................................................. leffs@arvig.net  
Dave Laursen, Secretary/Treasureer  547-2832 
 dlaurs@arv ig.net  

LEECH LAKE BAND 
Steve Mortenson.........................................335-7421 
 scmortensen@lldrm.org  
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LEECH LAKE ASSOCIATI ON SPONSORS  
We are v ery grateful to all those who hav e chosen to become or r emain 
sponsors  of the L eech Lak e Association ($100 and above).   Your generous 
donations, plus the annual dues of all our members, allow us  to continue 
our mission of protecti ng Leech Lake and environs. A speci al thank you to:  

2013-2014 SPONSORS: 
• J. Richard  Simpson, Chanhassen, M N  
• Dan & Shirley Sheldon, Chanhassen, M N  
• John & M ay Benedi ct, Aurora, IL  
• James  & Nina Pal ubicki, Foss ton, MN  
• LeRoy & Maril yn Radermacher, Jordan, MN  
• Oak Point Homeowners Associati on  
• Jeff Hagen, Cold Spring, MN  
• Jack Szczepek, Charlotte, NC  
• Rober t & Nita-Eagl e Frink, Rock Island, IL  
• Dick & Michel Ti edeman, Walker, MN  
• Ann & R.I. Burns, Jr, Edina, MN  
• Jim & Susan Osberg,  Eden Prairie, M N  
• Ben Tande,  Timber Creek Dock, Walk er, MN  
• Carl & M ary Schroeder, S t Paul, M N  
• James  Thomas, Anamosa, IA  
• Tom & Mary P eterson, Walk er, MN  
• Richard & Barbar a Burrock,  Eden Prairi e, MN  
• Ron & Sharon Palmer, Agency Bay Lodge  
• John Schuett,  Long Lak e, MN  
• William Schul tz, Nor th Oaks, M N  
• Kathy Bi eloh, Walk er, MN  
• Roger & Connie Under wood, Davenport,  IA  
• Richard & Shirl ey Olson, Garden Grov e, CA  
• Jeff & Holly Parker, Eden Prairie, M N  
• Brian Ev ans, Gilbert, AZ  
• James  and Alli e Dunlev y, Walker, M N  
       
LIFETIME MEMBER 
($1000 OR MORE) 
• Dale & Harriet Jones, Walker, MN  
• Isobel Br own, Whipholt, MN  
• Robert Eddy, Big La ke, MN  
• Robert & Patti Gisvold , Walker, MN  

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES  
REMINDER:  

Because our fiscal year runs from 
July to July, the date of our Annu-
al Meeting is when memberships  

expire and dues are collected for the coming year.  
The notation ‘14’ beside your name on the mailing 
label means that your membership is up to date 
through July 2014.   Those with an 11, 12 or 13 be-
side your name means your membership has ex-
pired.    Those with expired memberships will re-
ceive a self-addressed envelope and renewal form 
along with this newsletter.  We sincerely hope that  
you will renew your membership and encourage 
your friends and neighbors to do likewise.   There is 
strength in numbers, and your dues allow our volun-
teers to carry on their work, which is to protect  
Leech Lake, guard your interests, and communicate 
with you through press releases and this newsletter.  
 
Thank you in advance, 
The Membership Committee 

A specia l we lcome t o 
a ll our new members, 
and t o a ll of you who 

have cont inued to 
support us over t he 

years as the walleye 
fishery has re cove red. 


